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From Prince Garden
to the Stone Garden!

Kish; The Perfect
Place for a Peaceful
Vacation -

#sfothn in Jane Dieulafoy's
ravel diary
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FromPrinceGardentotheStoneGarden!

Travelogue/ Mahdi Goli, Tour leader:
If anyone asks me to introduce a good
destination for an enjoyable travel in
February and March, I will definitely
advise Kerman province. We, as a tour,
started our travel from Isfahan and our
first destination was Mahan. Have you
ever heard about a pearl in a heart of a
desert?! It is Mahan. City of Mahan is
located in Kerman Province, east of
Iran. Mahan is well known for the tomb
of Shah Ne’mat Ollah-e-Vali, as well as
Shazdeh Garden (Prince Garden). Tomb’s
famous is for twin minarets covered with
turquoise tiles from the bottom up to the
cupola. Shazdeh Garden is a histori-
cal Persian garden located near Mahan,
consists of an entrance structure and gate
at the lower end and a two-floor resi-
dential structure at the upper end. The
distance between these is ornamented
with water fountains that are engined
by the natural incline of the land. The
garden dated several years ago in 1850
and it is a proper example of the Per-
sian garden that it is suitable for natural

climate. Then we continue our journey
to Rayen just to visit Rayen historical
adobe castle. The medieval mud brick
city of Rayen is similar to the Arg-e
Bam city which was destroyed in an
earthquake in December 2003. Rayen
displays all the architectural elements
of a deserted citadel. It is extremely
well preserved, despite numerous natu-
ral disasters that have destroyed similar
structures nearby. Darvish Khan’s Stone
Garden was our third destination in Ker-
man province. The garden was an artistic
protest that was created almost 4 decades
ago by the late Darvish Khan Esfandiar-
poor upon losing his treasured garden due
to new governmental policies. He was a
deaf and mute gardener who showed his
sadness and abstract artworks by stone
garden. Kerman also has numerous at-
tractions for us such as: Ganjali Khan
Mosque, school and square,Chehelsotun
mosque and the grand bazaar. But the
most interesting destination of our
travel was Meymand. The Kavir-e Lut
(Kaluts) literally Lut Desert is close to the

Delicious Tourism Attractions;
Golden Dessert with a Taste of Saffron

Food travel/ We were 2 girls working
as presenters of a TV show dedicated to
food,culture and travel. We have traveled
to different cities in order to present
cuisine to Iranian and traditional food
in modern restaurant. We tried to show
that Iran has very delicious and tasty
traditional food and more of that, you

o

can try them in modern restaurant! One
of our destinations was Shiraz where we
ate a delicious dessert in-gold which was
known as Isfahanian dessert but Shira-
zian people have renovated it. Don't
miss Khoresht-e Mast,Yogurt Stew,an
expensive and sweet dessert, made by
yogurt, lamb meet, sugar and saffron.
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Afghanistan  border.
The 12,000 years old
village consists of a
number of amazing

manmade caves that

they are still used,
located in Lut
desert.  The  cave
dwells in lines two

sides of a shallow val-
ley. Its vegetation is
sparse and the horizon
interrupted here and
there by scattered pis-
tachios, pomegranates
or wild almonds trees.
Living condition is
harsh due to the arid-
ity of the land and to
high
summers

temperature  in
very
After
Meymand, we arrived
in Shahr - e - Babak and came back to
Isfahan. It was a memorable journey full

and

cold winters.

of amusing and cultural experiences.

Kish; The Perfect Place for a Peaceful Vacation
Photo review/ Vahid Sharifi, cartoonist and illustra-
tor: advised us to enjoy the calmness and happiness
of the Coral cost of Kish, South island of Iran. You
can read his poem and note in Persian and see the
photos he took in his recent travel to Kish Island.

Iran in One Thousand Year Ago
Historical travel diary/ Mahdi Tamizi/ cartoonist
and Art researcher: Abo Dolaf was an Arab traveler
and poet who travel to China, Malaya, India and Iran one
thousand year ago. During his travel to Iran he visited
many cities such as Isfahan. You can read some parts of
his travel diary I have selected for Gardeshgar journal.

Isfahan in Safavid era
Historical travel diary/ Pari Zangene/ Illustrator and
translator of French to Persian: Jane Dieulafoy was a
French archaeologist, explorer, novelist and journalist who
traveled to Iran Together with her husband in order to do
historical research and excavation. They found numerous
artifacts and friezes, several of which were shipped back
to France. This week I you can read a part of her travel
diary whichis related to Jolfa, Armenian quarter of Isfahan.



A Taste of a Place Is
Better than No Taste at all!

Personal Experience/ Nafise Hajati, Gardeshgar
Managing Editor: 25 dollars was the lowest price in its
menu. I was wonder how expensive the food of the only
restaurant of this Arabic airport was. By the way, there was
not any other option so I ordered a dish of chicken with fried
potato and was heading to the closest table in that crowded
restaurant, so as the girl who was close to that special table,
too. She arrived sooner but instead of seating there, smiled
at me and said: “oh, sorry I will find another seat”. We
simply decided to sit there and soon after that, we started an
amazing conversation about travel. She was from Vietnam
but was living in New York while I was from and live in
Iran but we both were travelling girl so we had many words
to share. She was traveled so much due to a powerful
strategy; being smart about using the money and travel
more. She said: “I was a full-time grad student living in
London with a fierce urge to travel and no income, so I
knew I had to be smart about using the money I had saved.
During a long weekend, I went to Brussels for a few days
and took the train to Cologne, Germany to check out the
Christmas markets, and returned to Belgium and then a day
later headed back to London. On another trip, a group of
friends and I ventured to Morocco, where I left the group
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early and flew to Andalusia, Spain to stay with a classmate and
her family before returning to school. In my experimentation, I
discovered that the cost of seeing these places together was
substantially less than the cost of separate trips. And so it
began”. I admired her but noticed that I preferred to visit a
place gradually and freely, for example for me, a week in
Istanbul is preferable compared to 2 days in Istanbul, 1 day
in Ankara, 1 day in Izmir and 2 days in Van! She smiled
again and said: “You could argue that [ am taking away
from the amount of time I spend in one place, and that
is certainly a valid statement, but as I mentioned I am an
efficient lady. If I know I’m going anywhere near Europe,
Asia or Africa, or at least closer to them, and I will not have
the opportunity to return for a long time, you better believe
I’'m going to take advantage. For me, even a taste of a place
is better than no taste at all”’. Imagine that you have just 30
hours option for passing through Stockholm. Definitely it
is much better than 24 hours but certainly you wish you
would have much more time to visit all touristic attractions
of the region. In the other hand, something that we could
not ignore at all, is the reality that not everyone has the
ability to slow travel or go away for an extended period of
time, so we make do with what we have.
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