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Newruz;

Celebration, Family Gatherings and Travels!
Nowruz(New day) marks the first day of spring and the
beginning of the year in the Persian calendar. It is a special
traditional celebration with at least 13 days holidays which means
a bunch of families gathering and travels. Gardeshgar Journal

appreciates this traditional celebration and creates many special
articles about Travel to Isfahan and different cities and villages
of Iran.

Isfahan;

Home of Many UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Our article about Isfahan is the main article so you can read
some parts of it in English, here. Imagine you have just some
hours or some days to spend in Isfahan. What would be
your choices to visit, especially when the city has countless
attractions?! we introduce some of the most important Isfa-
han attractions in Gardesshgar journal and you can read brief
review of them in this page.

This Square Changes Your View of Public Spaces!
If you do nothing else in Isfahan, take a walk on Naghsh-e
Jahan Square, designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
The square occupies an area of 89,600 square meters and is
surrounded by important buildings such as mosques and
palaces. The Isfahan Grand Bazaar is on the northern end of the
square. This 17th-century bazaar is a good place to buy Persian
handicrafts, rugs, handmade tablecloths and mosaic tile items.
Both the Shah Mosque and the Sheikh Lotf Allah Mosque are
located on the sides of the square and worth a visit because of
their architectural and historical value.

A Palace With a Wonderful Music Room

The Grand Palace of Ali Qapu is located right to the south-
east of Nagsh-e Jahan Square. It is in 6 floors but if you see
the pal palace palace from the heart of the square, it seems
like 2-floor building! Parts of the palace, such as the front
arcades, were built as early as 1590, but the whole construc-
tion didn’t hit full steam until the 17th century. Islamic art
and nature images adorn the walls, both inside and out. The
veranda and the large entryway gate also have tile art in rich
green and blue tones.
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Don't Miss Alive River and Historical Bridges!
Isfahanishometoseveralbridges,allofwhichattracttourism. The
KhajuBridge, builtin 1650 C.E, cuts across the Zayandeh Rood.
Historically, it served not only as a bridge but also as a dam
and a public meeting place. Khaju’s lower level is good for
walking, as it’s closed to traffic. The Pol-e Shahrestan is a less
impressive but older bridge, built in the 12th century; Pol-e
Jubi is the longest in Isfahan at 967 feet.

Swinging Minarets

Manar Jonban or “the swinging minarets” is a tomb dating
back to 1316 A.D. The mausoleum holds the remains of mys-
tic Amu Abdoullah Ebne Mohammad Ebne Mahmmoud.
While the tomb itself is an interesting piece of architecture,
the main attraction is the two minarets or towers flanking the
tomb. Because of the way they’re constructed, leaning against
one of the towers and shaking it causes it to swing side to side.
After a minute or two, the second minaret, which is about 10
meters away, joins in the swinging. This strange phenomenon
attracts hundreds of visitors each day.

Widen Your World with Turkish Airline

Turkish Airlines is one of the world’s fastest-growing
carriers that have scheduled flights to 45 domestic and 218
international destinations in 260 cities and 108 countries
world wide. Withexistingservicesto Tehran, Tabriz,Mashadand
Shiraz in Iran, Turkish Airlines now adds flights to
Isfahan. Beginning December 19th, 2012, roundtrip flights
from Istanbul to Isfahan has been operated 2 days a week.
The third year of Turkish airline operation in Isfahan was
started 2 months ago so we scheduled an interview with
General Manager of Isfahan Turkish airlines Incorporation,
Zakeriya Kurucam to know more about this airline. Our
interview starts with this sentence: “I would like to say that I
am really happy to be in Isfahan and I like Isfahan, more than
the other cities of Iran. It is about 7 months that I has come to
Isfahan and for the last 7 months I really enjoy this beautiful
city. Especially after Zayanderoud Rood starts again”. He
mentioned that Turkey and Iran are really sister cities and thier
history is completely the same. Turkey and Iran are completely
together in the history and they have no problems for last 5 or 6
hundreds years. And Turkish airline became one of the
strongest airlines of Iran right now. Read Persian version of
this interview in pages 44 - 47.




WFTGA2017.ir and you will see our presentation film. There is
lots of other information on travelling to Iran.”

This was how we led people to the online source of
information we had provided before the convention to prove
how serious we are in hosting the 17th convention. “It was very
thoughtful of you.” “Brilliant”, “Such an easy way to access the
info”, these were some of the compliments we fished.

We also had another surprise- the mobile application of
IFTGA with the same parts as the booklet and available on
www. WFTGA2017.ir to download. The third interesting issue
on our presentation was to have another booklet just for the 37
letters of support we had. It impressed the delegates whom were
to vote. Still one more and that was the #come2iran campaign.
It started on social networks for the sheer purpose of kindly and
warmly inviting the people from around the globe in various
languages to comeZiran.

Moreover, we distributed brochures of Iran, served the
participants with Iranian tea and pistachio, gave away the
presentation film, ran a quiz comprising of five questions about
Iran, and gave each delegate an invaluable work of enameled
art from Isfahan.

It got on really well and we could see somethings that were
not expected some pioneers of our presentation concepts were
there. Yes. They were. And that was one of the greatest traits
of us. We had learned to be determined and decisive. We have
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* WFTGA: World Federation of Tourist Guide Associations
* IFTGA: Iran Federation of Tourist Guide Associations
* ITGD: International Tourist Guide Day

held seven /TGD conventions. We have survived a dry spell of
tourism and yet we are hopeful.

Iran as a top tourist destination

When the last general assembly was being held voting for
the next WFTGA executive board and next WFTGA host,
we were behind the door holding breaths and our fingers
crossed. In the end, we made it. Eighteen votes. Seventeen was
way sufficient, but we earned eighteen votes. As one of the
delegates told me, her vote was given to our hospitality. Some
wanted to travel to Iran and we made it clear that Iran is a top
tourist destination. Some had no clear image of Iran and we
created a true image.

All in all, it was a team work with the spice of love for the
country. We dedicated more than five months of our lives
to this project and we really desired to be the next host. We
really wanted to act on international scale and we did
everything in our power. As Ms Roy, the Vice-President of
WFTGA said in Iran: "The honeymoon is over, and the marriage
begins." We have a lot to do for the next two years. It actually
started two days after we came back home. We need to have all the
organizations like Iran Cultural Heritage,Handicrafts, and
Tourism, Municipality, Governor's office, and Traffic Police
to coordinate and aid [FTGA hold a phenomenal WFTGA
convention.



We worked diligently with the support of a hundred of other
tourist guides in Iran whom lent us hands to organize our work
and get everything such as preparing the booklet and website,
presentation film, a load of paper work-including letters of sup-
port- ready for this convention so that we would be able to pre-
sent our country decently.

Days of lobbying and showing hospitality!

We all arrived from various destinations to Prague on January
22nd, some days before the convention even started to get the
hang of the city, hotel and convention atmosphere. We wanted
to see every single participant the moment they stepped in the
convention venue, and it came true. Not to exaggerate, we
were even playing an active role even more than the organizing
committee to meet and greet the participants! Almost everyone,
within the first two days of the convention, knew who we were
and what we intended to do. We were mostly lobbying around
as well as having our work done in the lobby. Every day, at
breakfast, we used to scatter amongst the people there in the
restaurant extending our hospitality and giving explanations on
Iran- what attractions to visit, what to buy, when to visit and
so forth. We faced the difficult questions from the very first
moment like “What do we do with the visa?” or “Is travelling
to Iran safe?”. We knew we were going to face such major and
minor and sometimes biased questions which are the nature of
the job we undertook. We were prepared. What is more, we
had sessions every night to set the agenda for the next day and
assess the work done that day.
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A vivid picture of Iran

There were people who wanted to help and there were others
whom we had no clue what their intentions were. There were
some who approached us and there were some others whom we
approached. On the whole, it was hectic.

‘We contacted [ran's embassy in Prague and they came over. We
talked. They were eager to assist and we demanded some stuff.
They fulfilled beyand patriotic acts. Iran’s first Sceretary was
even there at the time of our presentation and he even talked to
those participants who were concerned with visa issues.
Before the presentation on Monday, many were hesitant. They
had just seen us. Seemingly, they had no other vivid pictures
of Iran. But, after the presentation which was also way better
than the two other rival's presentations as cited by many, all the
participants were looking at our bid differently. We were the
ones making the film. We were the ones who did all the hard
work preparing for the bid out of love. We were everywhere
smiling and demonstrating how Iranians behave.

They understand how serious we are!

It is huge if we win. What shall we do? There are some who do
not want us to win. We attempted a lot to win though some told
us not to be upset if we do not for the first time.

After the presentation, we were busy with the second phase
and that was elaborating on the booklet; the tour prices, the
places of attraction, dress code in Iran for women, and more.
Everyone was browsing our website as well. “Log on to www.




« They will be able to promote their country to tourist guides
who in turn will tell their countrymen and women about their
wonderful welcome and they may well get more visitors in
the long term.

* Their members will know that they have colleagues around
the world with the same problems as themselves and for the first
time they can all attend the Convention in their own country.

« They will get a great buzz from the event itself.

How Iran win the bid in Prague

Mohsen Hajisaied, the Vice-President of IFTGA, invited
Ms Felicitas Wressnig to come to Iran for the 7th ITGD
in Kerman. She warmly welcomed this invitation and
visited Iran.She was astonished by the 700 tourist guides
participating in ITGD. Ms Wressnig got familiar with her
Iranian colleagues and their associations. /FTGA had
become a member of WFTGA and had a plan to participate
in the 16th WFTGA convention. It was about May 2014
that IFTGA board even decided to apply for hosting the 17th
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Hussein Dehghan Manshadi

Member of IFTGA International
Relations Committee, Member of Yazd
Tourist Guide Association Education
Committee

Iran bid to host the

17th Convention in 2017.

The outstanding outcome was
positive. Iran will host

the next WFTGA convention.

convention bearing in mind that it is a demanding task
not even taking part in the convention once. The primary
documents were sent to the secretariat though the terms and
instructions were rather sophisticated. Iran was one of the 8th
countries among which finally one would compete to host the
17th convention. The list was later on shrunk to four; Denmark,
Indonesia, Iran, Singapore.These four had to try to win.Indonesia
was removed in the last minute for some reasons. One was that
they even had no delegate registered to present their country.

Showing true colors of Iran

A team of nine tourist guides from Iran were to go to Prague
to show the true colors of Iran and to tell the world who
Iranians are, to earn their trust, to welcome them to come to Iran
in person, and spread their peace message to the world.Arash
Nooraghei, Mohsen Hajisaied, Mahsa Mottahar, Masih Sharif,
Pegah Latifi, Atefeh Dehghan, Susan Jahromi, Majid Erfanian,
and Hussein Dehghan Manshadi were the ambassadors of Iran
in Prague.
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16th WFTGA Convention in Prague-Czech Republic

Iran Won The Bid of Hosting
17th WEFTGA Convention

The history of WFTGA biannual conventions

You might wonder what WFTGA is or why they hold
biannual conventions. The World Federation of Tourist Guide
Associations (WFTGA) shall be a non-profit making professional
organization dedicated to the promotion of high standards of
training and ethics within the profession. The Federation shall not
engage in political, religious or racial activities. Its aims are: a)
To establish contact with Tourist Guide Associations throughout
the world, to reinforce their professional ties and to promote and
protect the interests of professional tourist guides; b) To repre-
sent professional Tourist Guide Associations internationally; c)
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To work for the improvement of the quality and reputation of the
profession of Tourist Guides worldwide; d) To hold a Convention
of Tourist Guide Associations at regular intervals.

So, why do they hold these conventions though it is a lot of hard
work and heartache?

There are five major reasons:

e Association will benefit from the team working and
solidarity involved.

* They will gain a huge amount of PR and respect in their own
country, with government bodies and industry partners and this
will last long after the event if they use it well.



#Come2iran Campaign
Flower Garden - Isf

Birds Garden - Isf Sio-Se Historical Bridge - Isf Vank Cathedral - Isf
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Gardeshgar (Tourist) is a semi monthly journal, belongs to Isfahan-¢ Ziba newspaper and dedicates
to travel. Gardeshgar is published 2 times amonth; one in the firstand another in the second half of it.

Gardeshgar is released by Isfahan-e ziba newspaper. Isfahan-e ziba newspaper is published
by municipality of Isfahan and Dr. Sayed Morteza Saghaian-Nejad, the Mayor of Isfahan.

Editor in Chief Rezvan Asghari

Managing Editor Nafise Hajati

Public Relations Akbar Mantashlou

Graphic Designer Mohammad Hasan Latifi

Gardeshgar Reporters and Coworkers Hamidreza Nikoomaram, Mahdi Tamizi,

Pari Zangene, Vahid Sharifi, Alireza Eslampanah, Samane Beygi, Mina Beygi, Sooran
Ahmadizad, Kave Padidar, Mohammad Javad Esfandi, Masumeh Momeni

Editors Somaye Hafizi, Maryam Moshirpanahi, Rezvan Vatankhah

Address Second Floor, Isfahan Municipality Media building,
Taleghani Street, Imam Hossein Square, Isfahan, Iran
Phone +98-313-2229512 \ Email gardeshgar.isf@gmail.com

Photo Cover Ali GholiAgha Bath House By FariborzAlagheband



